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My Two Years in the University v f Slyo(ne7

By Shiwei XIAO (International Accounting 102)

In my last year in JUFE, I was like many other students who were standing
at the crossroad of their life. At that time, the biggest issue for me was
choosing a university I like to get my master degree. Having failed to
score 700 in GMAT, I had to give up my American dream and Sydney
University was definitely my second option. My own reason can come down
to the following :first of all, I wanted to spend at least 2 years abroad because |
thought 1 year is too short for me to explore a new country and a new culture.
Secondly, I wanted to stay abroad after graduation seeing that Australia offers
international students two years working visa when we finished our degree.

Now two years passed, I think I just made a right decision.

Sydney University,established in the downtown Sydney in 1850, is Australia's

first university and is also regarded as one of the leading universities all over the
world. I was so lucky to get the campus accommodation’s offer that I can live on
campus. Unlike my other classmates who lived in the suburbs, I could reach
everywhere on campus on my own foot instead of driving from suburbs, which
helped me to save a lot of time. Another reason I chose to live on-campus was I can
make friends with many international students as well as local students instead of
only making Chinese friends. For students who want to study in Sydney University,
my suggestion is you can directly go to student accommodation office and
ask the staff for help, rather than apply for on-campus accommodation online .

11

To be honest, the majority of postgraduate students in Sydney University are
international students,among which most are from China. But I was still astonished
by the number of Chinese students in Sydney University. Almost 90% accounting
students are Chinese, and most of them chose to study in Australia because of
immigration intent. So if you want to enroll into a school that is not deluged with
Chinese people, Sydney University may not be a good choice for you.

Talking about study life in Sydney, I must say it was very tense actually,
although you only have 4 lectures a week. You must be careful if you decided to
study in Australia, because the failing rate in University of Australia was really
high. Approximately 1 out of 4 students majoring in accounting failed in Sydney
University. The reason for such high failing rate in accounting lies in accounting

is the only major in business school that is available for immigration.

Postgraduate students’ life is not only about studying, but travelling and
working part-time. I tried several part-time jobs during 2 years, and I really found
that work part-time was a must-try thing. One of my part-time jobs was working
for a hotel as a morning buffet attendant. For this job, I need to get up very early in
the morning to prepare the morning buffet. The pay was above average level:
around 238 per hour and I got double pay during weekends. I usually worked 2
days a week and the money I earned can cover most part of my living expense. The
most interesting thing about my part time job was that [ can work with people from
all over the world as Australia is an immigration country. I enjoyed talking with
people from different backgrounds and I also learned how to make proper coffee.
Some of my friends also worked as sales in airport or luxury stores. In Sydney, you
can easily get a casual job if you really want one.

tf_";'\"}”////";‘ ¥ -
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After two years study, many
of my friends wantto stay in
Australia. Australia government
offers a 2 years working visa

to international students who

spend 2 years studying in VIVIAN
Australia. Moreover, students

who major in accounting can

apply for permanent
residence after graduation,
which enables them to stay in
Australia forever and to apply
for Australia citizenship as long

as they want. Therefore, if you
want to immigrate to Australia, do apply for the accounting major. To immigrate to

Australia is easier than to Canada and America, and that’s why so many students
chose Australia to study. The basic requirement of immigration is obtain the
degree in accounting over 25 years old and getting 7 for every single part of
IELTS (But now you probably need get 8 for every single part of IELTS). You will
have more choice after you got permanent citizenship in Australia, you can go
back to China or stay in Australia to work. Many people long for immigrating to
Australia also because the lifestyle here is relaxing and not as competitive
as China. If you get a job, you can easily feed yourself and your children. Also,
Australia’s Medicare system is one of the best in the world. Once you got your PR,
you can go to doctor for free. If you want to stay abroad after graduation, my
suggestion is you keep on trying because you never know what you can make until
you try it, then just try it.

I didn’t regret making my choice to come to Australia two years ago,
and now I am falling love with the country and I decide to spend next
several years in Sydney living and working.
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MYy Experienee in Coneviolin Universitlyy Wistev nsin
By Menghan HU (International Finance 163)

The international exchange program between Concordia University
Wisconsin(CUW) and Jiangxi University of Finance and Economics(JUFE) is an
educational program, which offers students in JUFE chances to contact with the

exotic culture and experience a different education system.

The program starts from August 21st, 2018, and lasts for 4 month. Besides the
regular undergraduate courses, students also gain the opportunity to take MBA
courses, which can trigger our thinking on leadership. Meanwhile, CUW also
offers us opportunities to take part in all kinds of activities to engage the culture

and broaden our views.

Academic Experience

I believe Corporate Finance is
challenging for lots of students
majored in Finance. This course is
taught by Professor Taylor who is also
a company’s CFO. Having experienced
so much in the real business world,

Professor Taylor gave us a totally

different way to learn this course.

Besides the textbook, Professor uploaded outlines containing basic concepts,
his personal experiences and enlightening articles for every unit. With this
outline, we could understand textbooks more deeply. “I want to bring some new
stuffs into our class!” Professor said. He invited 5 guest speakers who told stories
to us about capital budgeting, investment banking, mergers and bankruptcy
respectively.

Professor Taylor’s class is very funny too. He loves football very much. When
the exam was coming, he would use “Go packers” to encourage us. Of course, before
searching on the internet, I had no idea about packer. After I knew that, I thought our
professor very lovely. Tesla was also one of Taylor’s favorites; he always used the
news about Tesla as an ending of the class, which gave us a feeling of tracing the
economic trend.

Life Experience

Have you ever tried sitting together with your professors in China? Do you
think professors are a group featured distance? It is here, Concordia University
Wisconsin, that professors sit with freshmen having the breakfast together in the
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firstday of school at cafeteria. All the eating tables are decorated with
colorful balloons. Each color represents an academy of the
university. You can just grab what you want for the breakfast, finding
your “personal-owned” professor by the side of that specialized-
colorballoon.

That day, I easily found the table for business school. Distantly, I saw my academic
adviser Brian eating the breakfast with several students. Coming up to them, we have a short
conversation about my planning for the course. “So, you’re going to China in October?” |
asked. “Yes! Itis atwo-week journey, maybe we’ll see your friends in JUFE.” He laughed.

This kind of activity gave me a pure relaxation which helped me dissolve the
apprehension of coming to a totally unacquainted school in a new country. I think, wherever
a person comes from, break-ice activities contributes to his process of adjusting and
blending in, but I never thought it would performed in such a common and loving way!
Talking with professors and enjoying the harmonious atmosphere, I gradually fall in love

with my new home in America.

Field Experience

First hearing the name of Latino, I thought it was a name of a dance. Actually, itis a term
describing people living on the south of America. We went on a one-day trip with Charlotte
Shin and Crystal who are the teachers in the International Center. When we got there, the
scenery of the fall impressed me a lot. Here, a residence district for Hispanic-Americans,
seems an isolated but gorgeous lady that stays quietly to be found at the corner. Different
colored walls decorated with a variety of murals remind me of the style of the middle-east.

The place we went to is an institution especially designed for the Hispanic comprising of
several branches. We met with the kids there. Most of them are Hispanic-Americans. Divided
into different groups, we accompanied the kids to do the after-class crafts. Surrounded by little
angels, we passed through a leisured time. Sometimes, the little happiness of life can give you
the drive to continue keeping going and struggling for your dream.

There is also a gallery presenting many works of an artist. They are all profiles made of
clay. With different facial expressions of the profiles, the artist wants to show the inability and
corruption of his government. Night quietly fell on the small town. We had a dinner near the
institution. It is a Mexican-style restaurant. By the flickering light, We sat around a round table
tasting the quesadilla, which is a great household staple for dinner in Mexico. They are simple to
pull together in a hurry. With chicken and vegetables, they arenutritious and delicious. There
was a band playing some traditional Hispanic instruments. The melody reminded me of the
movie “Coco” 1 stil p ‘ i ‘ |  sinc 'twd ove between
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Left Svme Beautiful Memory for Yourself

By Hongtao SHEN (CFA 151)

As a junior university student, |
have already been familiar with our
domestic education system so [ planed
to go abroad to experience some
different educational systems. Last
summer holiday I got an opportunity
to goto the University of
California, Berkeley and attended
its summer semester. University of
California, Berkeley is one of the
most famous universities all over the
world, consisting of 18 colleges. It is

located in California state, San
Francisco.

This program lasted six weeks and we were required to finish two courses
during this relatively short period of time. Actually it was not a challenge after we
had attended the intensive lecture in our college. Generally speaking, the
application of this summer academic program should be finished three months ago
before your final departure date. During this period of time you have many things
to deal with (such as applying for your visa card, making some asset certifications
as well as your transcript). I also recommend you to practice your oral English
before you go to America, which enables yourself to communicate with foreigners
to solve some daily trifles. When I arrived at a small town where university of
California, Berkeley is located.
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I was astonished by its beautiful scenery and its environment. It is easy to tell
some differences between foreign buildings and our domestic buildings. Actually
when you go abroad, you may be confused by a lot of problems. For example,
I have lost my way because I got the wrong street number and sign. I did not know
how to order a meal because I did not know the meaning of the word on the menu
etc. The best solution to solve these kinds of problems in our daily life was the
time. After I have stayed here for three weeks, I became quite familiar with these
things. As for the content of the summer academic program, I found that the
summer session was quite different as I thought before. There were some native
students also attended the summer session because they wanted to graduate in
advance. Every participants were required to finish at least two courses in summer
semester. There was no limitation for the course which you can choose. The only

criterion was that you can pass it.

Whatever the course you have choose, you should pay fully attention to it. In
America every course was divided into two kinds of classes, one being the lecture
which the professor will demonstrate some fundamental knowledge, and the other
being discussion in which you will have some exercises. Foreign professors
prefer to discuss with student in class and hope their students can point out some
novel things. At the very beginning of every course, student will receive a
syllabus containing details about the arrangement of this course. Students can
make plan according to this syllabus. Behinds the study, it was also very important
to go outside to experience the local culture. Professional knowledge is fixed and
you can learn it everywhere. The culture is the vital thing you should experience
by yourself. Only this can you learn something special. Finally [ want to make two
recommendations to the students who will have opportunity to study aboard : do
as Romans do, and leave some beautiful memory for yourself.
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MYy Life at vhns Hophing University

By Yagi HUANG (International Finance 112)

Eight months has passed since my graduation. I never stop missing Johns

Hopkins University and Washington D.C..

Study at JHU

I applied for Master of Finance program at Carey
Business School, Johns Hopkins University. The
whole program lasts for one year, during which we
have to finish 36 credits (18 courses) in three
semesters. The program is intensive,
comprehensive and practical.

My favorite courses are Financial Modeling,
Quantitative Finance and Mergers & Acquisition.

Financial Modeling is very interesting, and we need to use Excel and Crystal
Ball to run projection and regression analysis. Professors taught us how to
construct models “hand-in-hand”, as every step we take would be viewed by the
professor and he would give us immediate feedback. Quantitative Finance
introduced MatLab, which is really important and practical for your career. M&A
is full of real-world cases. We discussed deals that happened every week and we
also made our own bold assumptions. Our team selected Amazon as the buyer and
Netflix as the target and we made a thorough analysis on this fictitious deal. These
are new worlds for me. [ am working in a Private Equity firm now in Shanghai, and
I am so grateful for courses JHU provided for us. These courses taught me
essential skills needed for work.

Students at Carey are all in high quality. They studied hard, and tried hard to get
internships during the program. I have seen students who went to every kind of
networking events, went to the Career Development office to practice interviews
with our tutors just in order to be well prepared. Some of my classmates chose to
complete another degree. Part of them went to New York City. There were more
opportunities in NYC. Part of them stayed in DC and read a second degree at JHU.
Some of my classmates chose to come back to China directly after graduation. But
in any one of those choices, I would say our JHUers can always find their best way.

I graduated in August 2016. Our graduation ceremony was held at Baltimore, a

very romantic city in Maryland.
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Life at DC

Washington DC is a city with parks, museums, embassies, the White House,
and cherry blossoms. In my spare time, I would pay a visit to museums to learn
American history and make friends. Every year, the White House would open to
public twice with the name “The Garden Tour”. I went inside the White House and
was really impressed by the scenery inside. In April, people come to DC to enjoy
the Cherry Blossom Festival. There are hundreds of cherry trees around the Tidal
Basin, and around Tidal Basin, and there are Washington Monument and The
Jefferson Memorial. People like to go for barbecues or go hiking on the weekend,
and there are plenty of national parks around DC.

In the past, I like to stay at home, or go out for movies with friends. I hardly go
to museums or go to parks. It would a big thing to go to museum, or [ have to drive
or transport for a long distance for a park. But in DC, these are easy and common.
Museums are everywhere, such as Smithsonian National Museum of Natural
History, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum, U.S. Holocaust Memorial
Museum, Newseum, National Gallery of Art and etc. There are plenty of museums
with different themes, and most of the museums are free. On the weekend, I can
also go to the park. It only takes ten minutes to walk to a big nice park. My
professor used to bring us there for a barbecue. You can always see people playing

football, children laughing, and some people barbecuing.
L

I also found an internship in |
Baltimore. Since DC is actually next to
the state of Maryland, it’s very
convenient to go to Baltimore. I interned
at the Maryland Small Business
Development Center (Maryland SBDC)
for three months. The Maryland SBDC
was established in 1988. It provided
sound advice, consulting and support to
entrepreneurs and small businesses
across the state. The Maryland SBDC is
part of the national SBDC Network.
Maryland SBDC is a partnership between
the U.S. Small Business Administration,
the State of Maryland and the University
of Maryland, College Park. SBDC links

private enterprise, government, higher
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education and local economic development organizations to proffer high-quality
training, confidential consulting and market and industry research to Maryland’s
small businesses. Each week, I spend three days at the Baltimore office. Since I lived
in the State of Virginia, I took train at the Union Station to the Penn Station at
Baltimore. It only took me 50 minutes for the train, and Penn Station is only
15 minutes away from my office. I enjoyed my internships at the Maryland SBDC. It
gave me a chance to deeply understand another city.

Lifein US

I traveled to California, Alaska, Mexico and Cuba during the vacations.
California is totally different from the DC. People there were full of energy. They
were not so disciplined as people in the DC. I went to the famous Highway 1, paid
a visit to the Napa Valley, which is famous for its red wines. I also visited small
towns on the Highway 1 such as Carmel and Solvang. In March 2016, I went to
Alaska for the aurora, and was amazed by the snowy mountain and beautiful
aurora. In summer, I went to Mexico and Cuba with another two girls. This
experience is really an adventure. People in Mexico and Cuba were passionate and
enthusiastic. They were born with the gift of dancing and singing. I was the only
one who can drive, so I was the driver and the photographer of the trip.

It was tiring, but interesting.

The one-year study at JHU is quite short, but I think my life has changed
from this experience. I learned more than a degree. I learned different cultures,
I learned how to solve problems using practical methods, and I learned that we
need to be curious and courageous. I will come back to US in the future if I
have a chance.
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By Yingying ZHU ( International Accounting 134)

It has been 9 months since the first day I went to France. In this 9 months I

learned lots of things and made many good friends.

An important thing in France must
be “slow down”. It sounds weird but
it’s my true feeling. The first day I was
in France I realized cars in the street
are a little bit different from those in
China. They are not hurry and always
let others go first. The street is quiet.
People are in no hurry. When the
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subway stops, people let others get off | “‘{' ; .
first and then get on the subway one by one. In the afternoon, people just slow

down to have a rest, enjoying a cup of tea or coffee. French people are “slower”
than Chinese in other ways. When I went to the bank applying for a card, I thought
it would probably cost me a week. But actually I was wrong. It didn’t take one
week but three weeks. It took me one week for waiting an appointment, and
another two weeks for waiting for my card. In China all of these just need 10
minutes. So does the same with glasses. In Rennes, if you want to have a new pair
of glasses, you usually need to make an appointment with doctor. If your glasses
are broken, you will have to wait for six months.

I learned another important thing from French people, that is, all the
people are equal, no matter who he is, whether a businessman or a cleaner, a
boss or a worker. People won’t show off for earning more money, or
abase himself for lacking it. I usually see a street cleaner in clean and
comfortable dress working carefully and seriously. When your eyes contact
with his, he will greet you with a friendly “bonjour”. It reminds me of many
things. when I was a child, my mom always told me to study hard so that
I can get a good job in the future. The “job” of course cannot be a street
cleaner or a worker in a factory. But now I realize that every job is of value
and needs to be treated with respect.
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Also I really like the classes I attended in France. Professors are full of practical
experiences, usually combined the theories with the cases in reality. One of the cases |
remembered clearly is taught by the professor Poter teaching sales. It happened in
Wenzhou, China, where he went to inspect some factories as a represent of a company.
The factories promised not to employ child labor so they made a contract. The next day,
there would be lots of goods shipped from the Chinese factories to France. At
midnight, he went to see the factories secretly. He found there were many children
working day and night. He was shocked, and the children were horrified. They shouted
and scurried to hide themselves. Poter asked us, if we had been him at that time, what
would we do. What is interesting was that, most of French students said, they
would not tell this to the boss and stop the contract with factories. On the
contrary, most Chinese students said they would report this to the boss and let
him decide because this was very a big contract. Finally, Poter told us what he had done
at that time. Firstly, he called his friend who worked in Nike which suffered child labor
scandals. His friend told him, “you must be blamed by your boss undoubtedly. The only
thing you can do is to find out a solution and make a report to the boss”. So he did as
what his friend suggested. Even though his boss was annoyed at him but still accepted
the solution and told him: never go to the factory at midnight again. The point

that Poter wanted to stress is “never give boss a problem without a solution”.

I also made a great improvement. At first, I
usually felt nervous during presentations. But during
9-month training, professors always gave me advice
to improve the content and the form. At the same
time, I usually asked my friends for their comments
on my presentation. Now, I am not afraid of
presentations anymore neither get nervous during the
presentations. Sometimes I can even give advice to

my colleagues on presentations.

Also I have travelled around eight countries

in Europe, met many interesting things and beautiful
scenery, knew different cultures and tasted delicious food.

Overall, 1T really like this studying abroad
experience. [t has brought me lots of precious
memories and knowledge. If there is achance, I
would like go to France again to meet my friends
there.
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By Minqi ZHAO(International Finance 114)

“Some people think it is hard to get into the LSE. They obviously haven’t

tried to get out yet.”

——Sanger, LSE Alumni
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the first day when I arrived at London, when the one-year adventure began.

About Study at LSE

My major was Management and
Strategy, which combined economics
and business together, including
courses such as analysis of strategy,
asset market, game theory, etc. The
whole program ran for 12 months with
3 semesters. We had courses at the first
two semesters with each running for
11 weeks and the third semester was
prepared for the final examinations
and dissertation writing. There were
over 60 students with my major, 1/3 of
them were Asian and the rest came
from different European countries.
Those people and the school life
impressed me a lot during my one-year
London life.

Although I only took 7 courses in
total, my study there was still quite
tough and exhausting. We had several
3-hours lectures each day, with each
lecture being accompanied with a 1-
hour seminar, which was mostly used

to discuss comprehensive cases and

solve homework problems. The

courses at LSE were not easy and we
had to read a lot of materials by
ourselves after class and finish all the
challenging tasks in time. During that
time, [ always stayed up quite late to
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finish all the assignments and readings
but in turn I gained a lot of knowledge
about business and strategy,
strengthening my competence for the
future job hunting. The most horrible
period was April, when we were
preparing for the final examinations of
7 courses. It is typical at LSE that
students only have one exam for each
course and the exam takes up for 100%
of our final score for this course. We
had about 20 days to prepare for the
examinations and during that time, I
had to review from the first lecture |
took in September the year before, the
whole workload was quite heavy.
When we finally finished all the
examinations, the only task left was
the dissertation. I came back to China
to finish it since I was doing internship
at Mckinsey Shanghai office last
summer.

About Extracurricular Activity
Apart from study, the life for
master students was quite colorful.
Since I targeted the consulting
industry, I took part in several
consulting clubs at school and joined
in one pro-bono consultancy founded
by LSE alumni to take on real-life
consulting projects. That experience
was quite interesting and offered me
opportunity for practical learning. I
acted as the project leader and guided
the whole team to deal with two cases
for the European clients. I guided
overall supply chain strategy of
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delivery, pricing and stock for an e-
store of a German event organizer and
formulated market entry strategy for
an education agent. Through the
process, I deepened my understanding
of consulting work and improved my
skill to do all the strategy work.

Besides, London is the European
financial center, and there are so many
opportunities for students to try out in
this charming city. I participated in
many campus talks and networking
events organized by those big name
companies such as J.P. Morgan and
BCG. I talked a lot with people from
different backgrounds and different
titles to try to grasp the actual charm of
this city. Fortunately, I got a chance to
do internship as an investment
assistant at one venture capital firm in
London. During that internship, I
reviewed start-ups' pitch decks and
conducted overall due diligence and
industry benchmarks for tech projects,
which helped me to build up more
understanding of the differences
between the European tech industries
and the current situations of tech
startups in China. This experience also
offered me great leverage about the
future industry focus point.

About UK Life

London is a very charming city not only because its status in the financial
field, but also because it combines the culture and fashion elements together to
create a fancy and harmonious society. When there was free time, [ often hung out
with friends to enjoy the beautiful nature view and humanity culture. It was quite
lucky for me that LSE locates in the central London and just besides the British
Museum, so I had many chances to see the big Ben and London eye, and also to
walk closer into the museum to learn about the history of this great country.

Meanwhile, London is the center of Arts. During vacancy time, | enjoyed
several shows such as the piano concert by Yundi Li and the famous show
PHANTOM OF THE OPERA. I went skating regularly during winter and learned
skiing at the largest ski resort in UK. I traveled to France during Christmas and
prayed sincerely at the Luxembourg Park on Christmas morning. I also traveled
clockwise around UK, from Windsor Castle, Oxford towards Scotland and
Manchester, enjoying the beautiful nature views of this old and mysteries land.
Moreover, the European friends at LSE were all party animals who were so
hospitable, so [ was often invited to take part in all kinds of home parties, such as
cocktail party and Chinese dumpling dinner party. I enjoyed staying with them
and listening to their stories of their countries. It was amazing to know about
people from another piece of land and to know about those interesting things
happened in the unfamiliar world. We all became close friends. Even after we
graduated and came back to our motherland, we are still good friends. These good
memories will indeed become the best story in my life.

The one-year study at LSE was quite
short, but the amazing things I met in London
enriched my life a lot. I think the most
precious thing I gained for that year was not
about the master degree or the actual courses
I learned, but about the spirit of curiosity and
humbleness that LSE taught me, the amazing
people I met from all around the world and
the fantastic experience I encountered at that
great land. I hope that one day I can have the

chance to go back again.
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Life vff Stuoly at University v fBivmingfam in UK

By Bingxin LI (International Accounting 114)

I have been back from the UK for some
days. Although I have only stayed in the UK
for less than one year and a half, I do have
deep feelings for Britain. And I also miss the
days of studying in the UK; the memories of

England remain fresh in my mind.

Back to the last August, I packed a
good bag, and took off from Beijing to
Birmingham. Everything seems
something that happened yesterday. I still
remember that the moment the plane took
off, I burst into tears. Going to a
completely strange country far away from
home, I was filled with a mixture of .
feelings, one side full of expectations of the British life, the other side a little
worried about the unknown environment. But I have made up my mind that,

whatever happens, [ will not give in to this hard-won year.

After the plane arrived at Britain, which was completely unfamiliar to me, I
could not help but worry about the upcoming study and life, but I got
high expectations of the future. On the third day of my arrival in the UK, [ began my
six- week language classes. Up to now I have always felt that my choice to major in
language is so correct, not to grapple with IELTS test again. The language class is
not a mere English class; it is more about teaching you how to write a paper, which
for our later study is very helpful (after formal class, no one will teach you how to
write a paper). Language assessment is to ask us to pass a paper, which seems very
simple, but actually doing it after the discovery is really difficult. 6 weeks passed by
in a twinkle. Though 6 weeks was rather short, it brought me a lot. I not only
harvested the knowledge, but also got to know a few relatively good Chinese
friends, who gave me plenty of encouragement and help for my later studies.

A smooth end of the language class—— I finally got a formal offer. At the

end of the day, we started the formal graduate course. My major is money

banking and finance.
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My graduate study career began, and
then I continued my life wherea lot of
doctors and professors were around. Later
I learned that most of them graduated from
the Oxford Cambridge, and several
teachers were the chairman or vice
chairman of the Royal Society of
Chemistry and the Atmospheric
Chemistry Review Group of the Natural
Environment Research Foundation. These
little discoveries gave me some
excitement because I found that
the faculty members of our school
were among the best in the UK. If I
have a younger brother, I will
tell him that you must be cheeky to ask
questions and you should listen
carefully to every sentence the teacher
says. If there is anything you do not
understand, you must ask the teacher
right away. Do not wait after
class. The teacherread a lot of
literature and books to find the answer,
so the teacher knows far more than
new books, more objective and more
comprehensive than the literature.

Although the first semester
only lasted forthree months, great
pressure and heavy learning tasks
overworked me both physically and
mentally. Strange professional
vocabulary, ultra-fast language speed, and
English teaching accent from around the
world made me feel that it was fairly good
for the whole class to understand 40% of
the lecture. Additionally, heavy
homework and presentation required me
to search and read a lot of English
literature.

Start from here

Another significant difference
between the education of Britain and
that of China resides in that there are
few Chinese students in this major,
and therefore you have to go for it
alone. In the meanwhile, you must be
bold and do a good job with your
foreign classmates; you must use poor
English and foreign exchange; you
must be bold enough to ask the
professor some questions. Last but not
least, you must seek to blend in with
the British culture.

At the beginning of the semester,
the school’s curriculum and events have
been arranged, and what you need to do
is to make a plan about how to conduct
the arrangements. Here [ want to say be
sure to start preparing your assignments
ahead of time, because in the middle
of your completing assignments, a
variety of lectures and seminars are still
part of your life. Fortunately, I have a
lovely little partner, who gave me a lot
of help in my study. With his help, I
also got to know a few Greeks and
British Papa. After spending a great
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deal of time in the library consulting tons of literary works, I had some intensive
discussions with partners for several nights in a row and during the day, I made most
of the time to seek help from teachers. Finally I managed to conclude the first
semester with pretty good grades. At first, I would panic, would be helpless, and
would doubt myself, but later you would find yourself more excellent than you
think. In truth, your energy and ability are just beyond your imagination. You have

to believe that you can do it.

As the saying goes, “You do not know your potential until you have pushed
yourself to the limit.” It is so, after some torture, you will muster more
courage; you will no longer escape from the reality; your English is getting better
and better, as you have done a lot of reading in English version. Yes, this is my
second semester. After nearly a month of Christmas holidays, I have restored my
physical and mental energy. At the beginning of the second semester, I was
pleasantly surprised to find that in class I was able to follow the teacher's lecture,
although sometimes my reaction would be slower than the British. I have
basically been able to understand the key point of class. Unconsciously, when we
see foreign friends, we will be happy to take the initiative to talk forward, even if
we will naturally use some
Chinglish. English level
up, learning appeared not
so hard for me in the first
semester, but I did pay my
dues, because what we
learn is professional
knowledge,
not mere English, and we
need to think about
professional issues. One
thing to note is that at the
beginning of the second
semester, you need to
select your topic, and
write a proposal about 1
million words or so,
which is a huge project, so
you must pay attention, as
it plays an important role
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in whether you can successfully graduate. During the Easter holiday after the end
of the second semester, when other professional Chinese students went to play in
Europe, I had to write homework and prepare for the exam every day. I passed all
of the tests though I felt a bit disappointed at my grades. The third semester is
focused on the research. And then what awaited me was viva, some preparation
and simulation exercises, and finally my total score. Although I did not get the
dream of the distinction, I had tried my best to make it. Not until the graduation
ceremony did I realize that no one got the total score of the graduation, and two

students even did not graduate smoothly. Here my graduate life is over.

In the UK if you do not go out
to play, it will certainly be a great
regret. After learning, you can
certainly go sightseeing, such as
lavender manor, Darcy Manor,
poppy sea, London, Cambridge,
Oxford, Bicester, Edinburgh
walk. Britain is really beautiful
and I hope I will have
opportunities to return to the
United Kingdom. I feel really
sorry that I cannot go to UK as I
have an exceedingly hectic
schedule. It is recommended that
you should go and see the world if
you have the opportunity. The
world is so big, there are a lot of
things that have to be experienced
by yourself, not through books at

school.

I can say that this year I did not live up to my original intention, but I

tried, struggled, tired and get up again. Though I often feel helpless, I

have managed to push myself from a sweet girl to the female man and

achieved value of the British this year!
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7he Great Experienee in the University v fBristot
By Yangyang ZHA (International Finance 112)

In the year of 2015, I finished my
bachelor degree and came to England to
begin my postgraduate study in the

University of Bristol. My university was

located in the city, Bristol, which is in the
southwest of England.

Firstly, I took part in some language lessons. During these 6 weeks, I began to
know about the way that an English person would learn English and use English
and I gradually adapted to the English life. My language classes were focused on
my oral English and writing skills. For oral English, it is divided into 2 kinds of
oral English, English that could be used in daily life, for example, the skills to ask
for help, and formal English, which would be used in the business presentation.
The most basic but important thing that the teacher taught me is that we should use
an English-English dictionary to learn new words, since it is the best way to know
the exact meaning of the words and learn the explanations in English. After the
language classes, I could use an English brain to think about the words, sentences
or the things [ met. Here is the picture I took with my tutor, Leon. He is one of my
favorite teachers in England.

Then, in September, I successfully passed the test of language classes and
began my postgraduate classes officially. My major is Finance and Investment,
which requires a better foundation of math. Therefore, in the first semester, I had
four classes, the quantitative methods of finance, financial statement and
corporate finance, asset pricing and international financial accounting. During the
daily study, except for the lectures held by the main lecturers, we had some
tutorial held by the tutor, which gave us opportunities to have better
communication with tutors and then research more about the coursework. In
addition, in the second semester, I had to choose four optional classes,
derivatives, international finance, quantitative finance and banking. In those
classes, I had a deeper understanding of different financial areas. In the first
semester, we just needed to take part in the final test, which decided whether we
could past the courses. However, in the second semester, we had to finish not only

the final tests but also some assignments, such as essays or presentations. I have
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also learned a lot from peers in the same group, because of different views toward

questions and more discussion about the questions. From those assignments, |
have also learned some professional skills, like how to use STATA and E-views to
analyze the data, utilize the Datastream and WRDS to find the data and apply the
Excel to simply deal with the data. To finally accomplish my postgraduate study, I
need to write my dissertation. I have chosen a professor from the University of
Manchester, named lan. He taught us how to form the whole structure of my
dissertation and use the techniques to explain my research results. For my
dissertation I have chosen a topic that I know little about, so I could learn more
from this experience. My topic was about monetary policy and return of the real
estate investment trust. After about 2 months, I got to know more about how to get
started with a new topic. During the time of study, I still remember the feeling that
I had no time to think about other things, just focusing on the assignment I needed
to accomplish. The library would be open for 24 hours, which was our best friend
during these times.

For the extracurricular activities, there were many excellent school
departments or student clubs, which would hold some great activities. For
instance, the dinner party gave us a chance to visit a famous garden and enjoy a
fancy dinner. Such activities like one of this, have provided us more chance to get
in touch with other foreign students and the local stuffs. Moreover, it has been a
good way to know about the local customs. Therefore, in the years of studying
abroad, I have also obtained many great friends. This is a photo of my friend and
me taking part in activities.
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The life of studying abroad proffered me a chance to learn from a wholly
different society. The Great Britain is one of the developed countries. The citizens
here are polite and well educated. In fact, as a new student here, I received much
assistance from the local people. For example, when I looked like lost in roads,
some locals would ask me whether I needed any help. Moreover, what impressed
me the most was that when my roommate and I were carrying a big heavy box,
there were several people coming to us and helping us to carry the box to the
destination. Therefore, this society taught me to be polite and to care about other
people around you. Then, especially, the students from China, would become
more well behaved. Additionally, sometimes, I would chat with local people. We
would talk about some popular topics lately. From the conversations, I could learn
about the angles of their views and learn a great part of them. In addition, as a
Chinese in the western country, [ had to learn some new life skills to keep my daily
life. Surely, the cooking skills were the most essential life skills we learned during
those days. I felt that I became more independent and more capable of living in a
new place. Besides, apart from England, I got the opportunity to visit other
countries in Europe. My friend and I paid a visit to France, Italy, Greece and
Spain. Those beautiful views are different from the sights in China. They have

different cultures. We got the chance to learn about different cultures.

Lastly, in the early September, after finishing my dissertation, I came back
to my motherland. Nevertheless, the life in England is quite a special
experience to me. It taught me to think out of the box, to be independent and to
survive in a totally new environment and make new friends. This is one of the

most special experiences [ would cherish and remember in the future.
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Master Life in /m/!«ezt’af Cvffege

By Pan LI (International Finance 112)

Exciting, challenging and, most importantly, stimulating - this would be

my answer if someone asked me to summarize my time spent in UK in the last

three years. First of all, I would like to thank Jiangxi University of Economics

and Finance to offer me this great chance to study abroad and explore those

unprecedented moments in my dream country.

I am very lucky to be admitted by
Imperial College London for my
postgraduate study, in which I could
compete and study with those
outstanding students from all over the
world. The College is a truly global
community, attracting the best people
from around the world to work with us.
The researchers collaborate on a wide
range of international projects and
partnerships with institutions across
the globe. My main campus was in
South Kensington, a beautiful area of
central London. With the Natural
History Museum, Victoria and Albert
Museum, Science Museum and Hyde
Park nearby, it is within easy reach of
the best of London’s museums, parks,
shops, and nightlife. Maybe it is not
the best University in UK, but
Imperial must have the best campus
regarding to the locations.

Studying in Imperial is extremely
intense. In the business school, I
nearly had 15 modules in an academic
year as well as some other projects and
volunteers’ work. There were three
semesters in an academic year, which
means | had 5 modules and some other
sorts of programs in one semester.
Therefore, in the very beginning, it
was super hard for me to get used to
this intense schedule, and as a
consequence, [ didn’t perform well in
the first few courses. But it didn’t take
long for me keep up pace with others in
the competing context. As for me, the
other big challenge in the academic
was “exams”. We students were
generally given 2 weeks to make
preparations for final exams in every
semester. I indeed do not have
experience to prepare these many
modules in such a short time, so
preparations for exams were really the
disaster for me. But the intense
student’s life had really made
tremendous improvements in my
academic learning and especially the
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cultivation in career quality. The Careers Service was on hand to support my
career planning from my very first day and for up to the whole year after
graduation. As an Imperial alumnus, I can also enjoy a number of other benefits,
including invitations to events and discounts on further study at the College and at
Imperial College Business School. Besides study in Imperial, volunteering was
very popular. Imperial had offered lots of ways for students to do something
different in our spare time. We could also get formal recognition of the skills we
have developed during our experience through the Union-run Imperial Plus
accreditation scheme. The Union also oversees and funds one of the largest ranges
of clubs, societies and projects of any UK university. This means our students
could have hundreds of opportunities to meet new people, learn new skills and try

things you have never done before.

Studying in London isn’t the be all and end all of student life. Social activities
are not just a great opportunity to have a great time with new friends, but as you
visit London's attractions it gives you a chance to apply what you've learnt in the
classroom to the real world. I couldn’t remember how fascinating it was when 1|
walked along the river Thames from Westminster Bridge, opposite the Houses of
Parliament, past the London Eye, the Royal Festival Hall, past the National
Theatre, the Tate Modern, Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre, the City Hall and up to
Tower Bridge. Not only did I get to see stunning views of London but also I looked
around some of the most famous landmarks in the world. Additionally, London’s
fusion of culture and charm also gave me a student experience unlike any other,
discovering some of the best museums and galleries in the world for free,
trying food from across the globe, visiting a different pub or bar every time [ went
out, and taking advantage of 24/7 bus travelling home, watching free gigs from

soon-to-be-famous bands, and sometimes encountering a celebrity or two.
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Last but not least, studying in the UK made it much easier to travel across
Continental Europe. Once I get Schengen visa, I will begin to make my traveling
plan in Europe. The Christmas vacation and spring vacation were generally for
Chinese students to travel in Europe. Inside the 25-country Schengen Area there
are no internal border controls, though you still need your passport. Between
Schengen and non-Schengen nations, there are passport checks as you approach
the boundary. Railways run through all over Europe. And, even if Orient Express
glamour is long gone (unless you can afford today’s swish replicas), this is still the
most romantic way to travel: comfy, quick, scenery gliding by. Great choices for
train trips include Italy (cheap), Switzerland (expensive but awesome), France
(fast) and Germany (easy). In the first two years when I studied in UK I visited
some countries in west Europe, so this year I decided to travel in east Europe.
Starting from Germany, I went through Austria, Czech, Hungary, Switzerland and
Slovakia. I would like to share my travelling experience in one of my favorite
cities Budapest. The trick is that don’t try to cram every sight, each historical
monument, museum into a 24-hour program, otherwise you’ll be exhausted by the
end of it, and you won’t have fun at all. For a complete experience, I visited both
parts of the city: the major sights in Buda, mainly the Castle (home to the Royal
Palace, the Fishermen’s Bastion, and Matthias Church, as well as some great
museums, restaurants and cafes), and the city center in Pest. I explored pedal
along the Danube to admire river views, monuments and flower-filled Margaret
Island. I explored Pest city center on foot; its boulevard architecture is fabulous.
The huge Hungarian National Museum has particularly interesting exhibits on

communist days.

To sum up, the last three years I spent in UK is the most meaningful and
delightful times I have ever had. I met new friends, I got prominent degrees, |
visited new resorts and most importantly I found my girlfriend whom I truly

loved.




An Unfvzaettaﬁe Experienee
By Qisheng YUE (International Finance 111)

For me, studying in the University of Warwick was an unforgettable
experience and I really appreciate it as it taught me a lot. My major in the
University of Warwick was Finance, which belongs to Warwick Business School.
Warwick Business School is the top business school in Europe, even in the world,
and Finance is one of the best majors in the University of Warwick. We had three
terms in this one-year postgraduate program and each term was full of tests, group
work and exams. It was a tough year but few complained about it since we all

learned a lot during the year.

Finance Masters Programmes
\Wiex| Graduating Class, January 2017

The finance program had compulsory modules and electives. We could choose
different combinations of modules according to our personal interest and career
plans. For example, if you have interest in modules related to accounting, you can
choose the modules even if your major is finance. The University of Warwick
encourages us to develop the idea of diversification.

The most impressive thing in this program was the group work. Our major had
more than 110 students and we were divided into many groups (each group with 4
to 5 members). The school arranged the members of each group. Normally, in a
group, there would be two Chinese and three foreigners. The task for a group was
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really challenging as the group had to
finish a difficult project in a few days.
In order to achieve a higher score in
group work, my group members and I
needed to stay together all day. In this
process, we gained a lot. Firstly,
English was the only language that we
could use to communicate with each
other. Therefore, with the group work,
our ability of speaking English
improved a lot. Secondly, group work
helped us know how to play your role
in a team and how to contribute to a
team. There were five members in our
group and everyone had their own
characteristics. Hence, the quarrel
could not be avoided, but after
discussion, we could make a
consensus because all of us had the
same purpose: getting a higher score.
It is not a bad thing when arguments
happen as we can improve our original
work. Thirdly, it was a good chance for
us to have foreign friends. During this
time, we knew more about our foreign
classmates and their countries’
culture. Until now, we still write

emails to each other, talking about our

recent life, which is friendship.

Importantly, the University of
Warwick pays attention to our career

even after we graduate.

When we were at school, there was
a large quantity of career events in
school, which offered us the latest
information of employment and the
requirements of some companies. For
instance, Huawei, one of the Chinese
most famous companies, came to our
school to hire the students who were
suitable to the company. Also, we had
some classes that taught us some skills
and tips in interviews, which helped us

to get a satisfying job.

We cannot deny that the past year
was extremely challenging to each
student, especially November and
December. We had three tests and two
group work before Christmas holiday.
And in the third term, although we did
not have new modules, we had to finish
an 8000-word dissertation of high
quality. Now, I can say that when
facing pressure, we are able to

complete works in order.
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In terms of daily life, I must say that living in the University of Warwick is
enjoyable because the school has almost all facilities. If you feel tired after class,
you can go to the stadium to do some sports. In the University of Warwick, there are
at least four basketball courts and 3 football fields. Besides, places for playing table
tennis and tennis are easily seen on campus. In addition, you can play snooker,
which is a traditional English gentleman sports, at a lower cost in school. And, you
can organize barbecue with your friends beside the lake in school. I was luckily
allocated to heronbank apartment, which was my dormitory. Heronbank is near the
lake in school and there are a flock of geese living nearby. The view is so beautiful if

you go out and take a rest to see it.

One important thing is that,
studying in UK is a good opportunity
for you to travel around. At first,
there are many world-famous places
in the UK like Buckingham Palace,
Tower Bridge, London Eye, the British
Museum, Stonehenge and so on. In
addition, if you love football, a few
well-known football clubs are in UK
like Manchester united, Manchester
city, Arsenal, Liverpool and so on.
Furthermore, it will be convenient for
us to visit European countries when we
study in UK. In 2016, I went to
Toulouse to watch the Euro Cup
(Sweden VS Italy). After that, I visited
two famous football stadiums. One was
Real Madrid stadium and the other was
Barcelona stadium. Real Madrid is my
favourite team, and therefore I was so
happy to come to the dream place. In my
opinion, it is helpful to know more
about European countries’ culture and
the best way is to travel. And that is why
every year some places like Eiffer
Tower, Louvre, the Olympic Park,
Brandenburg Gate and Venice can
attract so many people.
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At last, I want to say that

though the tuition fee is a little
higher, compared with other
universities in the UK, it deserves
that. I promise you that you can
learn more in the University of
Warwick based on my experience.
Not only basic knowledge in
economics or finance, the
University of Warwick also
teaches the students some skills in
practice. Now, I am familiar with
Microsoft office because we have
such kind of lessons in the
University of Warwick, and it
really helps us with our future
jobs. In the end, I would like to say
thanks to Jxufe, which gives me
the chance to study abroad and help
me get a considerably satisfying job.

Stuo(lf in University Cvffege Lo nolv n

by Xi Chen(International Accounting134)

Fortunately, I got an offer from University College London which is the

top 5 university in the United Kingdom. I majored in Economics for my

master’s degree. When I participated in the 2+2 project jointly set up by JUFE
and University of Southampton, I majored in Accounting. As I had not
systematically studied it before, Economics was still a big challenge.

Therefore, this opportunity was very attractive to me.

R e | On September 25th in 2017 I began my
— ? first school day. Different from other majors,
our major has a pre-session course, which
mainly teaches us some basic mathematical
knowledge required by economics. After the
two-week course, we usually have an exam,
the result of which decides whether we can
continue the study. On the first day, I met a
lot of new students, and some of them are my
friends who were made during the same 2+2
program. Therefore, I adapted to the new
environment quickly. Among my friends, the
undergraduates are from Peking University

and Cambridge, and graduate students from
Tsinghua University. I feel so lucky to make friends with them from whom I can

learn a lot.

After meeting students and teachers, we went to visit our new school. The

picture below is our main library.

Our main library is splendid and the movie
Stealing Dream Space was filmed in this place by
the director Nolan, our anlumnus.

Then, I got my student card in the student

service center.




Besides, I would like to introduce my accommodation. It is a small apartment
with a shared-bathroom. Through the window, you would see a garden and other
school buildings.

But, the refectory is pretty good.
When there is a special holiday, the
refectory would provide us with the food
matches the festival. In some cases, such
as on Christmas, Halloween, the
refectory would be decorated brilliantly.
It is a pity that I did not take any photos
of it.

Now I'm going to share my
interesting campus life. During the
period of pre-session, we had three hours

of math class a day.

For all of us, we are not only classmates but also friends, and everyone gets
along very well.

In December, many of us had the CFA exam and we formed a CFA studying
group. Everyone shared the courses and materials he or she owned. As it was
exhausting to prepare the test, we always encouraged each other. When the exam

finished, our first semester also came to an end.

After two weeks of study, we had a test which left a deep impression on me
because of the good score and the fire alarm during our exam. We did not
encounter a real fire. It was just a fire drill. In the UK, when a fire alarm sounds,
everyone must evacuate to an open area. So, we had to stopped the exam to
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evacuate and wait until the fire alarm
went off then we could go back the
resume the test.

The exam meant some of us would
continue to study while some had to
leave. So after the exam, our class had
a dinner party. In the hot pot restaurant
in Chinatown, all of us introduced
ourselves and communicated with

each other.

I was excited to start the study of
economics. In the first semester the
courses were all compulsory. I passed
this park every day on my way to
school.

At the beginning, I often went to
the wrong classroom because I was not

familiar with the teaching building.

Buildings in London are in the

ancient European style. In contrast,
the small town, Southampton, looks
more modern. In fact, the combination
of modernity and history makes

London more attractive to me.

Teamwork also played an
important role in my study. During the
communication with my classmates, I

learned his problem-solving ideas.

The common wisdom of everyone is
always greater than that of one person.
Of course, teamwork may also allow
some students to be lazy, but as adults,
self-discipline is important. Teachers
only navigated us how to learn. Our
daily learning tasks were arduous, and
we were required to read the materials
in our spare time. In this strong
academic atmosphere, we all learned
from and helped each other. It felt
good.

When we finished our semester,
the Christmas was approaching. To
celebrate it, London’s Oxford street

was lit up, an astonishing landscape.

The picture only shows a small part
of Christmas lights. In Green Park, there
is a Christmas market, called Winter
Wonderland, overwhelmed by various

Christmas gifts, snacks and so on.
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This is really a very worthwhile place to go. I think everybody who has lived

in London for a long time has been to Winter Wonderland.

Once the festival was over, our second semester began. Since the second
semester courses were chosen by ourselves, we couldn't meet all the classmates
every day. Everyone was required to choose four modules. My modules is very
similar with those of two friends, so we had a lot of teamwork in the second
semester. What impressed me most was the one about Money and Finance. The
teacher of this small class was a very authoritative professor who may aske
questions at any time, and those questions were beyond our knowledge. So each
class was quite tense. However, | have learned a lot of things, and the teacher
taught in the way of playing games. It was really interesting. After the second

semester course, the teacher also asked our class to go to Costa for coffee.

s

This is our teacher for Money and Finance.

After the start of the second semester, the Chinese New Year was at the
corner. We celebrated the Chinese New Year together, which made me feel the
warmth in a foreign country. My friends also surprised me to give me a

birthday party.

After the end of the second semester, I had to prepare fo the coming exams™)

‘* throughout Easter. [ often stayed in the library late, so I often carried some snacks.

-

During the Easter season, the weather was beautiful with warm sunshine and
blue sky. It is common to see the British lying on the grass in the park to enjoy the
sun light. Because in London it was hard to see the sun. I also would love to but at
the time I were in the intense preparation stage. So I could only look at them

enviously.

At the end of the exam, our classmates already planed to travel, because we
only need to write our dissertation for the three-month summer vacation. During
the preparation of the thesis, I contacted my mentor through Skype. Thanks for her

help, I was able to finish my graduation thesis on time.

In fact, I spent three years in the UK, two years at Southampton University, and
one year at University College London. I like my graduate life because of the lovely
classmates and the charming city London. The University College London not only
taught me the knowledge, but also exposed me to the British culture. This will be my
most memorable year. | am very grateful to have the experience. I also highly
recommend that my schoolmates from Jiangxi University of Finance and Economics

come to study in the UK. You will see a different world and find a new yourself.
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By Jiahong XU (International Accounting 113)
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Studying overseas is an exciting event. At present, many people are sparing no
efforts to applying for studying abroad, considering it as a great chance to learn
different cultures and knowledge from locals as well as to improve themselves. Life
of studying aboard has brought me great value that cannot be weighed in the scale of
dollars and cents. In the following paragraphs, I would like to share my own
experience and impressions of studying at the University of Manchester (UOM),
UK.

I should never forget the first day that I arrived at the Manchester
Airport—30th, July, 2015. It was blowing heavily, we felt quite cold after landing
because we were wearing shorts, implying that temperature in UK is much lower
than that in China, even in summer. The UOM is very kind and thoughtful, they
sent a team of volunteers to pick and drove us to the school. Two days later, 1st,

August, it was the beginning of my 5-week pre-sessional course.

During these weeks, not only had I improved my English
skills, I also had wonderful time making friends with people
coming from different areas. What is more, Ms. Susan and [
Mr. Mark, who taught us writing, reading, and listening, were =
very friendly to us. In class, they were strict to us, imparting
knowledge; in spare time, they were our best friends, offering
helps. The photo below was taken on the last day of our pre-

sessional course, which was an unforgettable moment for all '

of us in the class. I still miss them after all these months.
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Before starting the formal
courses, the UOM arranged a tour for
students, which was held in the
biggest UK national park--the Lake
District. It was not merely a tour, but
also an activity that encourages students
to learn more about team spirits,

where we were required to overcome

everything as a team.

Now, the formal course of Msc Accounting and Finance at the UOM began. In
the first place, I would like to introduce the accommodation here. Differing from
that in China, students in UK need to pay more for living in houses on the campus
than in private houses near to campus. Also, rooms with bathrooms are called en-
suit, which are a little more expensive than those without. The picture above is my
room, which is about 15 m”2, including a bathroom inside, costing (1150 a week.
It locates in a building called George Kenyon, who contributed a big sum of
money for it over ten years ago. It is on the 10th floor, which means I have a great
view outside from the window, just as what the following pictures show.

%

There were five students in my flat sharing a big kitchen, where we cooked and
chatted. In UK, Chinese students usually cook themselves instead of eating out,
owing to the monotonous choice—fish and chips and its high price. Before coming
here, I knew nothing about cooking; but, after several weeks, I learned a lot from
my flat mates and started to make some simple dishes. Eventually, I suppose
cooking is an essential skill for everyone studying aboard.

The UOM is established in 1824
and we still can find many historic

architectures on the campus. These are
the main buildings of the UOM,
located on the Oxford Road, which are
normally used for administration work
rather than studying. Besides, there is
a small but fantastic museum inside
these buildings, even displaying
dinosaur fossils, free to publics.

When referring to studying, there
are two main mode in the UOM:
Lecture and Tutorial.

1. Lecture

It is not much different from the
lectures in China, except there is no
textbook here. Teachers will, in
advance, upload the lecture content
and reading list for students to get
ready before having a class. Students
often print these documents and take
them to class and make notes on them.
The lectures in a week are about four
to five, which is not many. But, the
thing is, students must learn to finish
work consciously before a lecture,

such as the reading list. Done or

undone of the pre-work, makes a big
difference. Students can only follow
the teacher’s step only if they
complete works themselves ahead of

time.

2. Tutorial

Tutorial is like group studying,
students will be informed of a
discussion topic beforehand and
prepare for it. In the meeting, students
are required to discuss in different
groups and make conclusions, then
communicate with other groups,
ending with listening to teacher’s

opinions.

Apart from the UOM, Manchester
is not only the second largest city in
UK, but also a beautiful city with
enthusiastic locals. Manchester is
honored as the “24-hour party town”,
because everything can be a party, no
matter football, music, art, industry or
lifestyle, even shopping. At weekends,
we usually spend our time visiting this

city. Here are some main scenic spots

of Manchester.




1. The Old Trafford

Speaking of Manchester, the first thing
occurs to people is that, football games. This is
the Old Trafford, the second biggest football
pitch in England, also widely known as the home
field of the Manchester United. Every weekend,
people in Northern England come here to watch
matches in it, rain or shine. They shout and hail,
enjoying those wonderful and exciting football

games.

2. The China Town

It is the second biggest China Town in UK, located between the Moseley
Street and Portland Street. Students especially Chinese love are coming here to
have their hometown dishes. Apart from Chinese food, there are many other kinds
of delicious food here, such as Japanese food, Vietnam food, Thai food and so on.
In this town, you will see many students in your class working here as a part-time
job. It is a good way to experience different jobs as well as to earn yourself some

pocket money.

3. The Albert Square

Its location is in the core area of Manchester and named in honor of Queen
Victoria’s husband, Prince Albert. It is the biggest square in Manchester,
witnessing the whole process of the Industrial Revolution in Great Britain. Every
day, we can see people coming and going from here and there is always cheers and
laughter around us. When the night comes, there is usually a man or a group
singing in the Albert Square and people stop to enjoy those beautiful songs. Itis a
great moment when I sit on the stone bench in the square, looking at blinking
lights, surrounded by all that splendid music.

In the end, I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to my family and my
college—Jiangxi University of Finance and Economics. Without their selfless
support and help, I would never have a chance to study at the UOM or have a
wonderful life in UK. The experience of having master courses at the UOM has
not only enriched my knowledge, but also had a permanent positive effect on
my life path.  am going to try my best to repay my college and the society.
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Singapore won the reputation of
"Garden City" in the world because of
its beautiful landscape, and I feel
lucky for studyingin
Singapore. Thanks to the mild
climate, young lady can always wear
suitable dresses, which is a happy
thing for girls. I do love
the pleasant andagreeable environment

in Singapore. From street parksto flyovers, from courtyard balconies to

building roofs, each and every corner is decorated with flowers and grasses, shaping

Singapore to be one of the most environmentally-friendly country in the world. To

ensure the beauty, penalties are stipulated for any misbehavior in traffic,

environment or public orders.

On weekends, I would participate
in outdoor activities to the MacRitchie
Reservo - the oldest reservoir park in
Singapore. Sometimes, local
Singaporean organize hiking activities
through posters and APP software to
invite people who love sports and
social activities. Walking in the
Park and chatting with friends, we can
enjoy being so close to nature.

Our school is located in the
western coast, so West Coast Park
always is my priority to relax myself
after daily study. Sometimes I was
overwhelmed by homesickness, but
the sound of the waves always helped
me to get rid of the loneliness. Here,
in this park, I could hear the birds, see
the squirrels, and smell the fresh air.

Friends around me are from

different places, such as Singapore,
China, India and Malaysia, but the
study life in NUS is a challenge for all
of us. In fact, speaking and writing are
commonly the most difficult
parts for English learners. Singapore
bilingual teaching environment is
obvious an advantage especially for
Chinese students. The atmosphere of

multicultural integration helps

124



students to successfully overcome the adjustment period.

The Central Library in National University of Singapore covers an area of

34,170 square meters, with 4,840 seats and rich collections. What interesting is

that smarter classmates are always working harder. And teachers told us the key to

study is reviewing. With reviewing, | can absorb more new knowledge. Therefore,

with the purpose to review lessons and pass these exams successfully, my school

life started from the Central Library. Luckily, our teachers always welcome

students to ask questions, which inspires students to learn by himself or herself.

Group discussions and presentation works are an essential part of our life.
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In order to gain more experience in

the National University, I joined the
financial department at Graduated
Students Union. Our union operates
autonomously, and services of which
aim at students. Every month we
organize some interesting activities to
shorten the distance among students

from diverse cultures.

In May 2016, I attended the three-
day Leadership Camp in Malaysia with
other 60 students from different majors.
During the camp, we took various
challenging activities like climbing a
wall within 1 minute 23seconds,
balancing on a wooden platform (8
seconds). In those days, we waked up at
six a.m. to catch the nice sunshine and
enjoy the sparkle stars at night. What’s
more, we also made our own rafts from
PVC pipes and plastic barrels (it
wouldn’t have been done it without the
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help of teamwork as I am not good at
knot tying). We just used mesh tins (no
gas stove) to cook the most number of
dishes, including delicious chicken
porridge, and won the cooking
competition. I learned what it means to
be a leader. This was a really wonderful
camp | never had experienced in China. |
really appreciate my friends and
assistant teachers for bringing me such
an awesome experience for me in my
overseas life.

In this year of graduate study, every
day is not the same in this lively school,
and I do still remember every sunset by
the sea and the green grasses on the
island. Now, my dear classmates set off
for their own life journeys, but the
memories blending happiness, harvest
and the Singapore’s scenery stays in our
hearts. And undoubtedly, this is also a

new start point for me.



